Frontier Lectures by Prof. Prof. Rowena Robinson and Prof. VValerian Rodrigues

Institute of Tribal Studies and Research (ITSR) conducted two frontier lectures by two
eminent academicians in India on the topic related with Adivasis in India on December 9,
2019. The invited scholars were Prof. Rowena Robinson, Professor, Department of
Sociology, Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai, and Prof. Valerian Rodrigues,
Retired Professor, Department of Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New

Delhi.

The lecture series was inaugurated by University Registrar Dr. Joshi and it was presided
over by Dr. Hafiz Muhammad, department of Sociology, University of Calicut. Dr.
Ahammadu Zirajuddeen, the head of Department of Sociology at ITSR delivered the

welcome address.

Prof. Robinson talked on the topic ‘From the Margins: Dalits and Tribal Christianity’
wherein she went on to describe how one can approach the Christian faith of dalits and
tribes at the core rather than seeing them at the periphery. She argued, in sociology and
anthropology, the worlds and worldviews of tribals, and of Dalits have long been on the
periphery. Anthropologists believed that the real focus should be on pre-Christian tribal
religions and their decline. The study of Dalit Christianity too suffered from a double
marginality. The traditional focus on caste Hinduism within the Sanskritic framework
tends to marginalize Dalits. Further, Dalit Christians are also marginalized both in
actuality as well as in the scholarship, which focused largely on the sphere of caste

Christianity. Here, she tried to put the margins at the core and showed that Christianity as



practiced on Dalit and tribal terrain looks significantly different from that seen at the
higher levels of the social order. On the margins of faith, Christian concepts and beliefs

were reinterpreted in radical and liberating ways.

On the other hand, Prof. Valerien Rodrigues analyzed the ghettoisation of adivasis in the
context of the idea of representative democracy in India. This lecture assessed the extent
to which Adivasis have succeeded in marking their presence in the representational and
participatory politics of Indian democracy, its distinct contribution to such politics, the
issues that Adivasis have put upfront through their movements as their key concerns, and
the challenges before this leadership today. The lecture argued that considerations that
went into the Adivasi question in the making of the Indian constitution, particularly the
Bordoloi and Thakkar Committee reports, attempted to come to grips with its great
challenges and opportunities, although this momentum was soon lost. Adivasis have been
forced to fight rearguard battles, quite often outside the frame of the constitution, rather
than make their positive contribution in enriching Indian democracy. However, he
argued, there are several gleanings that affirm that an alternative imaginary of Adivasi
futures is possible within the frame of Indian democracy. The lecture employed the
Jharkhand and Naga movements to draw evidence for its arguments and to illustrate

issues.

The two lectures were very useful for students, teachers, and the research scholars. The
session took an end with the vote of thanks given Mujeebu rahman Vazhakkunnan,

Assistant Professor of Sociology at ITSR.












