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As part of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples – 2023, the Institute of 

Tribal Studies and Research has organised a week programme titled as OnjappaManpodu(a 

term borrowed from the Mavila Tulu language).This year, ITSR has introduced two lecture 

series, the first one is in Memoriam of Sri. P K Kalan- the Ravula Moopan who made 

immense contributions to revitalising the ‘Gadhika’and the other is on Sree. Mayilamma- 

the veteran Adivasi leader who fought against the ecological damages caused by the Coca-

Cola Company at Plachimada.  ITSR also started a tribal music band Nanka Padanatta.  

The programme commenced on 9
th

 August 2023. The inaugural session began with a formal 

welcome speech by Miss Bijitha, Program Coordinator and Head of the Department of 

Sociology, followed by the presidential address by Mr Valsarajan P V, Assistant Director, 

ITSR. The felicitation is given by Reshma Rajan, II M A Sociology. The inaugural address of 

the Indigenous Day Lecture is given by Prof.(Dr): K S Madhavan, Department of History, 

University of Calicut. He spoke about the need for an empowered tribal youth and the 

importance of education among the tribal youth. Madhavan opines that education can 

enlighten the person and a disciplined individual can bring massive changes in society. The 

keynote address of the P K Kalan Memorial Lecture was delivered by Prof.(Dr). Azeez 

Tharuvana, Head, Department of Malayalam, Farook College. Azeez remembered the 

contribution of P K Kalan and he shared Kalan’s vision for the upliftment of tribal 

community in Wayanad. The introductory P K Kalan Memorial lecture was delivered by Sri. 

Sukumaran Chaligadha, writer and the member of Kerala Sahithya Akademy. He shared his 

personal experiences and talked about how the changes happened in the lifestyles of the tribes 

in Wayanad, especially the tribal life after the external interventions. The inaugural session is 

concluded by a token of thanks by Dr Narayanan M S, the Program Coordinator.   The 

afternoon session was filled with various cultural programmes by the students of ITSR. They 

performed BadugaNrutham, Vattakkali, Tribal Fusion Dance and tribal songs.  



The intervening days were filled with numerous programmes such as reading sessions, 

talking circles, community visits, interaction sessions with the tribal students of neighbouring 

hamlets, screening of documentaries and various competitions conducted between 9
th

 to 14
th

 

August 2023.  

The Programme concluded on 16
th

 August 2023, with the welcome by Miss Bijitha, Program 

Coordinator and HoD of Sociology. This session is presided over by Dr. Harikumar C, the 

Director of ITSR. The concluding session is blessed with remarks by the chief guest of the 

program, Dr E K Satheesh, honourable Registrar of the University of Calicut. He also 

released the handwritten magazine Enkala Edam, written by the students of ITSR.  Following 

this, the felicitations are given by Mr Valsarajan P V, Assistant Director ITSR, Sri Pramod G, 

TDO SulthanBathery, Sri Jayakrishnan A K, ward councillor. The inauguralMayilamma 

Memorial Lecturewas delivered by Dr Manjusha K A, School of Gandhian Thought and 

Development Studies, MG University and she remarked on the role of tribal women in 

society. The concluding session ended with a vote ofthanks by Dr Narayanan M S, program 

coordinator. The second session was Indigenous Youth Dialogue by Sri. Prakriti N V (Queer 

Poet, Adishakthi Summer School) and Sri. Manikandan C, (Kerala Veterinary and Animal 

Sciences University), moderated by Dr. Narayanan M S, Institute of Tribal Studies and 

Research. They discussed contemporary issues of tribal development and the role of tribal 

youth in tribal development. They also narrated their life experiences and the role of 

education in the self-assertion of tribal youth. The Indigenous Day -2023 celebration of ITSR 

OnjappaManpoduended with the cultural performance of ITSR music band Nanka 

Padanattaand the tribal cultural fragrance of ITSR students.  
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