Keraleeyam 2023

Nanka Padanatta

The Tribal Music and Dance Fusion Performance by the students of ITSR

Report

The Institute of Tribal Studies and Research- University of Calicut participated in ‘Keraleeyam’ — the
one-week-long cultural festival organized by the Government of Kerala between 1-7" November
2023 by performing tribal music and dance fusion. the team started its journey on 1* November
2023 from ITSR by bus and reached Trivandrum on next day morning. The cultural team of ITSR
named — ‘Nanka Padanatta’ comprised of the UG and PG of students of the Department of Sociology
of ITSR performed on Thursday 2" November 2023between 9.15 pm- 9.45 pm the Kerala University
College venue in Thiruvananthapuram.

Nanka Padanatta

Nanka Padanatta is a term borrowed from the Kattunayakan dialect representing tribal music and
dance. Emphasizing the diversity of tribal heritage in the state of Kerala, the performance
incorporated various tribal rituals such as Theyyam, dialects, music, and dance, representing the
diversity of cultural practices, beliefs, histories, and everyday life world of tribes in Kerala. Tribal
percussion instruments suchas Chenda, Tudi, and Jodumara were used. Centred upon the concerns
of deterioration of nature, forests, and cultural values upon which the ethnic systems, world views,
and valuesof Adivasi lives and histories are grounded, the performance has been dedicated to the
paramount spirit and power of humanity. The message was delivered in the dialects of Kattunayaka,
Paniya, Kurichya, Mavila, Oorali, Malaya, Karimpala and Ravula.

The Team and Training

The cultural team of ITSR which participated in the event consisted of thirteen girls and nine boys
hailing from the tribal communities such as Kattunayakan, Paniyan, Kurichyan, Mavilan, Oorali,
Malayan, Karimpalan, and Ravulan. Two faculty members - Dr Narayanan M S and Ms Bijitha P R and
a trainer - Mr Shaji M accompanied the team. The team consisted of the following students - Reshma
Rajan, Sibitha N, Saranyamol N M, Anumol K K, Sneha Sajeevan, Nithya C G, Megha K, Neethu V,
Sujatha V, Nithya R, Saniya Sukumaran, Rishya Devi, Sanjana P S, Radhesh, Kannan E M, Vishnu Gopi,
Ajith B, Sunil Kumar T S, Nikhil KV, Vyshakh C, and Vijesh C R.Students underwent one-week intense
training by Mr. Shaji M, hailing from Wayanad, an expert in training the tribal cultural programmes.
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