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A two day webinar on ‘prospects of Social Science Research at Universities Abroad’ was 

organized by Institute of Tribal Studies and Research, Chethalayam on 24
th

 and 25
th

 May 

2021. The webinar was inaugurated by Dr. M K Jayaraj, honorable Vice Chancellor of 

the University. Dr. Ahammadu Zirajuddeen, Head of the Department of Sciology, ITSR 

delivered the welcome address. The webinar was presided over by Dr. Vasumathi T, 

honorable director of ITSR. 

The webinar mainly focused on the possibilities of research courses in Sociology and 

Social Anthropology at Universities in Europe, US, UK and Australia. Two research 

scholars, one from McGill University, Montreal, Canada, and another from Australian 

National University, Canberra, Australia were invited to make presentation. Mr. Abdul 

Majeed, research scholar from McGill University shared his experiences starting from his 

attempts to get admission, getting scholarship, doing pre-PhD courses and research works 

at McGill. Mr. Saidalavi from Australian National University elaborated on the wide 

possibilities of getting international research fellowships for Indian students. Students, 

teachers, and research scholars participated and benefitted from the program. 

Relevance of Webinar 

As it is widely understood and written, social sciences trace their origin to Western 

philosophy, particularly the continental European philosophy. Following the lineage, 

western universities promote the social science disciplines in a big way providing 



research resources and required financial assistance for the international students. It is 

timely that new students from social sciences, especially sociology and social 

anthropology need to have the exposure to the technicalities and modes of entering the 

international universities which are expected to open new horizons in social science 

research and career building. The seminar focused on opening up the world of 

possibilities and prospects of studying at well-known international universities. The 

seminar went relevant when social sciences in India are increasingly reeling under the 

scorch of political situations. 

Webinar Mainly Touched upon: 

1. How social sciences, especially the sociology and anthropology are taught in 

universities across globe. 

2. How social science researches are approached and engaged in international 

universities. 

3. What are possibilities of the sources of international scholarships and other 

financial assistances? 

4. Sharing the experiences of learning sociology and anthropology at universities 

across continents.  

5. How differently politics and academics go in India, Europe and Anglo-Saxon 

world.  

 

Student Feedback: 

Anjaly Jyothi, a PG Sociology student at ITSR share her experience of participating in 

the webinar. She wrote: 



I sincerely appreciate the effort of our HOD Ziraj sir, and our teachers for 

conducting a webinar about abroad-research. 

  On the first day of the webinar, Abdul Majeed sir gave a general idea on overall 

things like fellowships and advantages of doing a PhD outside India. We, students 

got a good chance for interaction with sir in this session. The session was quite 

impressive and really helpful for aspiring students like us. 

In the second session, Saidalavi sir did a really great job in giving detailed advice 

and information on many things related to the studies abroad. Saidalavi sir even 

gave information on research programs other than PhD. Both of them shared 

their personal experiences and that was inspirational.  

Both those sessions were helpful and we, students are thankful for their guidance 

on the topic. It was relieving that, even though we had the difficulties of having 

online sessions, it was really worth it. Now we have a good basic knowledge on 

doing an abroad-research program. And all thanks to the resource persons, 

Abdul Majeed sir and Saidalavi sir, and our teachers. 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 


