Report on One-Day National Seminar on “Adivasi Studies: Possibilities and
Challenges”

Institute of Tribal Studies and Research organized a One Day National Seminar on “Adivasi
Studies: Possibilities and Challenges” on 2" December 2022. The seminar is meant to
discuss the different frameworks of Adivasi studies and formulate a tool to approach the
knowledge structure of Adivasi studies. It also discussed the problems of existing studies on

Adivasis and what possibilities are ahead to form Adivasi studies as a discipline.

The seminar has four sessions, one inaugural session, two technical sessions and a
valedictory session. The inaugural session began with a formal welcome speech by Mr
Shihab P, Staff Secretary of ITSR followed by a chair by MrValsarajan P V, Assistant
Director, ITSR. The theme of the seminar is introduced by Dr Shafeeque K, Head of the
Department. Prof. P. Sanal Mohan, School of Social Science, MG University, inaugurated the
seminar. He also delivered the keynote address. He spoke about the decolonization of social
sciences and the contemporary relevance of Adivasi studies as an academic discipline. Sanal
opines that minority communities should transfer themselves as knowledge producers. He
also said about the emergence of critical perspectives among the Adivasis. Sanal’skeynote
address is very informative and knowledgeable remarks on the introduction of Adivasi
studies in Indian academia. The inaugural session ends with a token of gratitude by Mr
Shabeesh P, Assistant Professor, ITSR.

The first technical session was chaired by Prof. P Sanal Mohan and there were two paper
presentations. The first presenter is Dr Sreejith Shivaraman, Assistant Professor in Physics
from St.Mary’sCollege, SulthanBathery and the second one is Mr Mujeeburahman
Vazhakunnan Assistant Professor in Sociology from ITSR. Dr Sreejith presented on the
colonial intervention and alienation of Adivasi lands in Kerala. He also stated that, the
problem of seeing the Adivasi as a receiverof welfare mechanisms. Sreejith also questioned
the protectionist approach towards the Adivasis and the formation of organizations among the
Adivasis. The second presenter Mr Mujeeburahman discussed the theoretical background of
the Adivasi studies and the dominance of knowledge production. He also made the query that
where can place the project of Adivasi studies and the problem of existing knowledge
production on Adivasis. The existing studies are made without a proper understanding of
Adivasi life and there is no cultural affirmation. This session ends with remarks by the chair
and a healthy discussion by the audience. This technical session was given insightful thoughts

on Adivasi studies as a discipline.



In the second technical session, there are two paper presenters. This session was chaired by
Dr Narayanan, Assistant Professor, ITSR. The first presentation was Dr P P Abdu Razakh,
former Dean, of the School of Social Science, University of Calicut. His paper discussed the
public understanding of Adivasis by mainstream society and the otherization of Adivasis. He
argued that categorization is the major issue in the Adivasi studies and all the terminologies
are taken from the colonial knowledge system. His paper proposed that there should be
different perspective has to be adopted to understand the reality among the Adivasi and he
said interdisciplinarity is unavoidable in Adivasi studies. The presentation by Dr Nitheesh
Kumar K P, Unicef fellow, Scheduled Tribes Development Department, talked about the
need for inclusive participation in the making of the Adivasi policy level. Nitheesh also
discussed the question of development among the Adivasis and the question of agency
between the state and the community. His paper suggested that in Adivasi studies the
methodological level of inclusion is important to make Adivasi studies a discipline. After the

chair’s remarks, this session ends with a fruitful discussion by the students.

The final session of One- Day National seminar is the valedictory session. The session was
led by Mr Premkumar M K with the concluding remarks on the national seminar. In this
session, all the presenters have given their remarks and discussed the possibilities of Adivasi

studies. The national seminar ends with a vote of thanks by Ms Dwani, | MA student, ITSR.



About the Seminar

Adivasis people are among the most studied
research subject on earth. However, Adivasi
religions, languages, and cultural practices are
perceived to be too different from what is
considered the fundamental culture of the
dominant society, commonly referred to as the
‘Civilized Way of Life'. Methodologically, existing
social science methods do not appropriately
accommodate the study of Adivasi life-world,
experiences and knowledge system Studying
Adivasi knowledge experiences requires employing
novel methods and developing new context-
specific social theories.

This one-day seminar isan attempt to know
what it is to be Adivasi, and thus an attempt to
formulate a framework for Adivasi studies, its
possibilities, and challenges. Confidently, this
seminar will shed light to decolonizing the existing
dominant social science studies on Adivasis and to
reclaim an indigenous Adivasi perspectives,
knowledge, and wisdom that have been devalued or
suppressed because they were or are not
considered important or worthwhile. Thus, in the
context of decolonizing social science knowledge in
general and Adivasi related studies in particular
this seminar is important because (1) it is about
acknowledging and recognizing the dominance of
western philosophy, theories, and methodologies in
the lives and the research of Adivasi peoples as
well as ‘Other’ communities in the country; (2) it is
about valuing alternative ways of thinking about
our world, particularly those rooted in the
indigenous cultures of Adivasi peoples; and (3) it is
about developing a new philosophy of social
science that is culturally inclusive and
academically sensitive.
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