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Programme Report 

 

As part of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples – 2024, ITSR has organised 

a week programme titled as Onjappa Manpodu -II . Onjappa Manpodu is a term borrowed from 

the Mavila Tulu language, which represents ‘dialogue’ or ‘togetherness’. The programme was 

coordinated by Ms.Bijitha P R, HoD, Department of Sociology and Dr. Narayanan MS, 

Assistant Professor, English, ITSR. This year’s programme commenced on 8th August 2024 

with various competitions conducted by the sociology and commerce associations. The 

competitions included essay writing, short story, poem, pencil drawing, photography, poster 

making etc. The inaugural address was delivered by the Director of ITSR, Mr. Harikumar C. 

The P K Kalan Memorial Lecture – a memorial lecture initiated to honour the Ravula chieftain 

P K Kalan who made immense contributions to the revitalization of the ritual art ‘Gadhika’, 

was delivered by Sri. Vasudevan Cheekkalloor a well-known writer and activist belonging to 

the Paniya community. 

 

 



 

The programmes such as reading session titled, Voices from the Earth : Exploring Tribal 

Narratives, conducted by the students discussed major writings by the Adivasi Scholars. A 

session on Talking Circle on the theme - Resilience and Resistance : Tribal Responses to 

Environmental Challenges, by the students of Second Year MA Sociology. The Participants 

were Anjana R B, Malu Venu, Athulya M R, Shyama Ramankutti, Sharanyamol, N M, Lavanya 

T V, Anumol K K, Amrutha Gopinath, Akhil Raj, Babu C O and Rajesh M. Considering the 

legacy of sports activities among the native communities across the world, this year ITSR 

initiated an Indigenous Day Football Tournament ‘ Talimeren Memorial Trophy’ as well. The 

tournament trophy was dedicated to Dr. Talimeren Ao, who belonged to the Naga community 

of North-east, and the first captain of Indian Football team after independence and the Indian 

flag bearer in the Olympics. Indigenous Youth Dialogue was conducted on 13th August 2024 

with Smt. Bindhu Irulam (Teacher and Singer) who belongs to the Kattunayakan community. 

The Programme concluded on 14th August 2024, with the Mayilamma Memorial Lecture 

dedicated to Smt. Mayilamma - the veteran Adivasi leader who fought against the ecological 

damages caused by the Coca-Cola Company at Plachimada. Smt. Chithra Nilambur, Social 

Activist and State President of Adivasi Aikyavedhi, delivered the Second Mayilamma 

Memorial Lecture this year. ‘Jen Mara’ the handwritten magazine of students of ITSR has 

been released by the Director of the Institute. Jen Mara also included the writing and art works 

of the tribal students from the neighbouring communities. The sessions concluded with the 

prize distribution.



 


