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As a part of the academic requirement of the MA Sociology Programme, it is mandatory to
conduct a study tour to explore the socio-cultural systems and lives of Indian society. Hence,
the Department of Sociology conducted a visit to the Nilgiris region of Tamil Nadu to explore
the unique features of the geography, cultural systems and communities. This also enabled the
students to be clearer about their academic endeavours especially relating to their core
sociological papers like Sociology of Indian Society, Environmental Sociology, and Sociology
of Marginalisation and Exclusion.

Nilgiri, a historical place having complex connections with the tribal lives across the states of
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, is of highest significance in exploring the tribal realities.
Udhagamanadalam is a historical location of tribes such as Toda, Kota and Paniyan
communities. Gudalur and nearby areas are the places that historically belonged to the erstwhile
Wayanad region, having unique cultural practices of tribal communities such as Kattunayakan,
Oorali Kurumans, Paniyan and Mullukuruman. Moreover, these areas lay at the tri-junction of
the states of Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, having a unique socio-historical formations.
The study tour tried to explore the ecological features pf the region, as the geographic
specificities of the western ghats constitute a highly significant area of environmental concerns.
Such observations of nature and eco systems will further nourish the learnings imparted through
various sociological courses. Being highly revered tourist destinations, these areas also enabled
the students to explore the intersection between tourism, development and local socio-cultural
systems. Being the students hailing from the tribal communities, the visit equipped the students
of ITSR to explore the heterogenous nature of tribal social realities of the region, by enhancing
an understanding about their own socio-cultural and historical roots as well as their broader
sociological understanding of the social realities

A study tour for the MA Sociology students (2023-2025 batch) to the Nilgiri region of Tamil
Nadu, especially the areas of Gudalur and Ootty was conducted on 22/02/25. The 11-member
team included 6 girls, 3 boys, one female teacher, and one male teacher. The study tour was
facilitated by Gil Gal holidaymakers. The study tour team visited Gudalur, Pine forest, Shooting
point, View points, Botanical Garden and Tea and Chocolate factory at Dodda. The study tour
enabled the students, not only to enjoy the serenity of the nature of western ghat hills but also
to see how such places and ecosystems are connected to the cultures, communities, tourism and
development. Along with the study tour, a staff tour for the non-teaching staff of ITSR was also
conducted to the same areas on the same day. A total of 15 non-teaching staff of ITSR
participated in the tour.






