Two-Day National Seminar on “Revisiting Tribal Education: Policies, Practices, and
Possibilities™
Januwary 12-13, 2026
Department of Sociology, Institute of Tribal Studies and Research, Chethalayam
University of Calicut (Under CASDCT, PM-USHA Scheme 1025-1016)

The Department of Sociology at the Instritute of Trbal Studies and Research (ITSR).
Chethalayam Univerzsity of Calicut, successfully orgamized a two-day National Seminar on
“Revisiting Tribai Education. Policies, Practices, and Possibilities” on January 12-13, 2026.
The seminar aimed to cnfically examine existing frameworks of tribal education in India,
particularly focusmg on Adivas: communrties, while explonng melusive and context-sensitive

educational possibalities.

The mavgural session began with a welcome address by Ms. Byatha P R, followed by the
presidential address by Mr Hankumar C. The semunar was mavgurated by My, P. Viswanathan
Chairman of Kalpetta Municipality. The keynote addresz wa:z delivered online by Prof
Nagaraju Gundemeda, who emphasized structural mequalities and the need for policy reforms.
Felicitations were offered by Dr. Greeshmadas M. H_, and the session concluded with a vote of
thanks by Ms. Shabeesh P.




Technical Session [: Educational Cultures, Access, and Exclusion

This session focused on educational practices, systemuc bamers, and hived expenences of

Adrvas: learners across schooling and higher education. It was chared by Dr. Narayanan M. 5.

Dr. Manojan K. P discussed the dilemmas m edocational practices within Adivasi
commumniiies, highhghing cultural dissonance mn formal education systems. Ms. Jamey John
examined the systemic exclusion of Adivas: studemts in hugher education, pownting out
strsctural mequalities and margmalization. Dr. Rajesh P explored the potential and hmitations

of model resadential schools, offering a cntical perspective on thewr effectiveness.
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Technical Session II: Indigenons Knowledge Systems and Communmnity Practices

Chaired by Ms. Bintha P. B, thus session emphasized traditional knowledge systems, cultural

tranamission, and mdigenous epistemologies.

Dr. Aml Gopi elaborated on indigenous and traditional knowledge systems among tribal
commumiies in Kerala, stressing their relevance in contemporary aducation. Mr. Sarath Babu
analyzed the educational conditions of Parucularly Vulnerable Tnibal Groups (PVTGs), with

special focus on the Koraga community, highlighting the need for context-specific

imterventions




Technical Session I11: Media, Technology, and Digital Interventions

Thus session, chaired by Mr Mohammed Hadi, focused on digital inclusion, mass media, and
technology-dnven mitiatives 1n tnbal education.

Dr. Mohammed Sihas presented wsights on the role of mass media and dignal tools
improving educational access among Adivasi communities in Wayanad. The discussion

reflected both the opportonities and himitations of digital interventions in marginalized regions

Technical Session IV: Policy, History, and Educational Alternatives

Chawred by Mr Anun C. S, this session exammned hstonical, policy, and alternative
perspectives on tribal education.

Dr. Vasu Mudoor discussed key milestones and present challenges in tnibal educaton,
providing a historical overview. Ms Naivedya Parakkal cntically analyzed caste-colomal
frameworks and their impact on tnbal education, parmicularly focusmne on inclusion and denial
among ST youth i Attappady.
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Valedictory Session

The valedictory session began with a welcome address by Mr. Shabeesh P, followed by the
presidential address by Ms. Byitha P R The seminar report was presented by Mr. Akhil P. The
session was anaugurated by Ms Shareerna Abdulla, who highlighted the role of local
govemnance in promoting tnbal education. The valedictory address was delivered by D
Manojan K. P, who reflected on the key cutcomes of the semmar. The event concluded with a
feedback session and a vote of thanks by Mr. Shuhab P




Overall, the semmar provided a meamngful academuc platform for discussions on tnbal
education, emphasizing the importance of inclosive policies, recognition of indigenous
knowledge svstems, and mnovative aducational practices to ensure equitable opportumities for

tnibal commumities,
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Institute of Tribal Studies and Research (ITSR)

Ingtitute of Triboal Studies and Research (TSRl sitwated of Chethaloyom,
Wayanod, is @ unigue venture of University of Calicut. ITSR has o lush green compus
spread over 10 acres. The institute is devoted to serve the specific aspirations of the
tribal community of the state of Kerola, intended to be innovative and responsive to the
educationgl needs of the tribal communities and individuals, The ITSR is aimed af ensuring

the learning opportunities and experiences which promaote leadership, development,
professional preparation, civic responsibility, and cultural stewardship emong the
tribal groups. The mission of the Institute of Tribal Studies and Rsearch (ITSR) set up in
Wayanad district of the state of Kerala is to attaln excellence in ocademic quality,
scholarly engogement, leodership, cultural enrichment ond service of the iribal
population of Kerola. The Institute also aims to act a5 @ worthy research center
exploring the rich history of the region, the legacy of the tribes in various fields of
humon endeavor, their indigenous knowledge systems ond specific art forms and
culture,

The Career Advancement and Skill Development Centre for Tribals (CASDCT)

The Career Advancement and Skill Development Centre for Tribals (CAS-
DCT), established under the Institute of Tribal Studies and Research, University of
Calicut, through the PM-USHA Scheme, is o dedicated initiative for the educational and
socio-economic upliftment of tribal communities. Beginning on March 1, 2025, the
Centre will serve as a dynamic hub offering updated information on educational
apportunities, public service recruitments, governmenl welfare programmes. and
other vital social resources. i aims fo guide tribal students and oduits foward
employment, conduct persanality devefopment sessions, and organize both hard
and soft skill-oriented training progrommes. By supporting traditional job skills
alongside modern competencies, CASDCT will function as g suilainable retource centre
empowering tribal populations across the districts under Calicut University, with strang
institutional backing from the Institute of Tribal Studies and Research at Chethalayam.,

Department of Sociology - ITSR

The Department of Sociology at the Institute of Tribal Studies and Research (ITSR),
University of Calicut, has grown steadily since the launch of its B.A. programme in 2015
and M.A, programme in 2078. The department has consistently produced excellent
university results ond several rank holders, supported by dedicated foculty and a strong
academic cultire, Its alumni are successfully engaged in Relds such o3 education, social
work, research, public service, and community development.

Locoted in the socio-culturo! landscape of Wayonod, the department plays a key
role in advancing sockal science education with a special focus on iribal communities.
It promotes critical inquiry, field-based learning, and interdisciplinary understanding
of soclal structures, cultural practices, development lssues, and marginalized groups.
With its emphasis on tribal studies, the department encouroges research on indigenous
knowledge. cultural expressions, and community well-being, aiming to develop socially
responsible and community arfented graduates.
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put the Seminar

Education has long been recognired ai o powerful instrument for social
transformation, empowerment, and Inclusive development. In the context of India’s
diverse soclel fobrc, tribal education occuples o critical space, reflecting the
intersection of culture, identity, and structural inequality. Despite decades of policy
interveniions and welare inlthatlves, tribal communities continue o foce signifficant
barriersin accessing quality education, ranging from geographical isalation and poverty
to linguistic and cultural marginalization, These challenges have contributed to
persistent educotional disparities between tribal and non-tribal populations.

Revisiting tribal education today is essential in Night of changing policy frame-
works, evolving pedogogical approaches, and the aspirations of tribal communities
themuelves. The implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, with its
emphasis on indusivity, mother-tongue-based learning, and holistic education, offers
new possibilities for reimagining the educational landscape for tribal learmers, How
eaamination of practices of the grassroots level, and exploration of possibifities far
innovation that respect indigenous knowledge systems and cultural idfentities,

This theme-“Revisiting Tribal Educetion: Policies, Practices, and Possibifities”
thus seeks to encowrage a dialogue among scholars, educators, palicymakers, and
community leaders. it colls for re-exomining how educotional policies have been
implemented, understanding the lived realities of tribal students and teachers, and
envisioning future directions that bridge traditional wisdom with modern learning.
Ultimotely, the goal is to move fowards @ mone inclusive, equitoble, and culfurally
respomsive education system that empowers tribal communities as active participants

in national development.
FOCAL THEME OF THE SEMINAR;

Revisiting Tribal Education: Policies, Proctices, and Possibilities
SUB-THEMES
Policy Frameworks and Historicol Perspectives on Tribal Education
Tribai Education and the Natlonal Education Policy (INEP) 2020
Access, Equity, and Quality in Tribal Education
Culturol Identity, Longuage, and Indigenous Knowiedge Systems
Pedagogical innovations and Context-Based Learning Proctices
Digitel Inchusion and Technological Challenges in Tribal Education
Gender and Social Inclusion in Tribal Edueation
Cammunity Participation and Institutional Support Systems
Skill Development, Vocationol Training, and Livelihood Linkages
10. Future Directions and Policy Recommendations.
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LEAD SPEAKERS
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Who Should Participate?

The seminar is designed for research scholars, faculty members, post
graduate ond undergroduate students, policymakers, sociol workers, and
professionals interested in tribal studies, sociology. education, and related social
sclences. Participants with an interest in cultural studies, development, social
policy, and community engagement will also benefit from the discussions and

knowledge sharing.
Venue
The seminar will be held at the Seminar Hall of the Department of Sociology,

Institute of Tribal Studies and Research (ITSR), Chethalayam, Sulthanbathery,
Wayanad.

Registration:

All participants are required to register for the seminar. Participants are
encouraged to complete their registration early to confirm thelr participation.

For registration, please scan the QR code

or please visit the following link

https:/idocs.google.com/forms/d/e/ IFAIpQOLScSgWHY 100VG3lex GUDLN Yix
NFvp-w7-yz00X1hAngqSOF7 Ww/viewformtusp=header

Registration Fee:
Category Amount
Students ! Rs. 500/-
Research Scholars ! Ry, 750/
Faculty : Rs. 1000/~

Mode of Presentation:

The seminar will be conducted in a hybrid mode, allowing participants te
present and ottend both online and offline.

Importdnt Dates:
« Abstract Submission : 20 December 2025
« Full Paper Submission 31 December 2025



Abstracts should be prepared m MS Werd format, nol sxgeeding 300 woeds, and must include the
tithe, ansthar(s), affiliation, aad email addeess. The text shoukd be typed in Times New Roman, font size 12, snd
adddress devy of the seminar thernes menticned ealier.

All nacts must be submitied 1o itsrodioseminarsgmail.com on or before 20 December 2015,
Confirmation of abatract acceptance will be commundcated by 23 December 2025
Submiison of Full Paper

Partiopants whose abwtracts are acoepted are requested 1o submit the full paper by 11 December
J025. The paper should be prepamed m MS Word format, not exceeding 20 pages, and must mdude the
title, author(s), afilistion, abitract, keywords, and references. Al submasiom hould be et 1o

; mad com
Accommodathon:

Limited accommodation & available for outvlaBon participants on & fist-come, fint-served basa
Participants aee requesicd to inform the organieen in advance If they require lodging. Neary hotely and
guestheares in Swithan Bathery and Wayanad are slso avadabie, and particpants ae encouraged 1o make thew
owen arangements if needed.

Patroa:

My. Hariknmar C, Director, ITSR
Organizing Committee

Convenar : Ms. Biitha PR, Head of the Department, Sociology, ITSR

Coordinator : Mr. Shabeesh P! Assistant Professor, Department of Seciology, ITSR

Student (oordinator : Akhil P., 2nd Year MA Sociology Student
Other Members:

Mhs, Athudya Suresh, Assistant Professar, Dwpartment of Sociology, TSR

Mr, Arjun (5, Auslstant Peodessor, Department of Socialogy, TSR

M, Mobarmened Hadi C, Assistant Prolessos, Department of Sodology, ITSR

D Marayanan M5, Assictant Prolesser in English, IT5R

Dr. Jamabudheen EX, Assistant Predessar in Political Sclence. TSR

Whr, Shitualy B Axsistam Professor in Hatory, IT5A

Dr. Shaming PR, Assistant Prodessor i Malsyalam, (TSR

My Mahima U5, Avsstant Professor i English, TSR

Mr. Sanpob K, Accistant Professor in Piorsical Educarion, ITSR

Mie. Abdulatheef (. Aaslstant Section ffices, (TSR

M, Joy PO, Assistant, TSR

M. Sasitha TN, Office Artendan

For e informtion
Comtact - OT04B6831659, +ITRETII ST, + 917011806445
Emaik: s rsocaseminarEgeall com, hadiocin@uad in
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; DAY 01 JANUARY 12, 2026
L)

Inaugural Session
Time: 09.30 AM - 11.30 AM

il

Welcome Address - 09.00 AM - 09.10 AM
Ms. Bijitha P. R.
Convenor, National Seminar & Hal,
Department of Sociclogy, Institute of Tribal Studies and Ressarch, Chethalayom

Presidential Address - 09.10 AM - 09.20 AM
Mr. Harikumar C.
Director, Institute of Tribal Studies and Research, Chethalayam &
Implementing Otficer, ITSR- CASDCT / PM-USHA Scheme

Inaugural Address - 09.20 AM - 09.30 AM
Sri.P.Viswanathan (Chairman, Kalpetta Municipality)

Keynote Address - 09.30 AM - 1.00 AM
Prof. Nagaraju Gundemeda
Head, Department of Sociology
University of Hyderabad
Title: Educating the Adivasi Community: Epistemological lssues and Methodelogical Challenges

Felicitations - 1.00 AM - 1115 AM
Dr. Greeshmadas M H - HoD, Dept of Commerce
Mr. Shihab P -Staff Secretary, ITSR
o Ms. Athulya Suresh - |OAC Coordinator

Vote of Thanks - 11.15 AM - 11.20 AM
Mr. Shobeesh P
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociclegy
Cirganising Eecremr].r National 5ern|nur ITSR
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EXCLUSION

TECHNICAL SESSION I: EDUCATIONAL CULTURES, ACCESS, AND

FOCUS: EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES, SYSTEMIC BARRIERS, AND LIVED EXPERIENCES OF ADIVASI

LEARNERS ACROSS SCHOOLING AND HIGHER EDUCATION

CHAR / MODERATOR: DR NARAYANAN M 5, ASSISTANT PROFESSCH, DEFARTMENT GF ENGLIS

__I_:-._. -_--\. Tl'l.\_ ||':-L|-
TIME: T30 AM - DEI0 P
PRESENTATIONS
DR. MANQJAN K. P

H. TSR
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TLE: ERUCANCHNAL CLETURES ANDE ADNVASH COMNLEN |£_ EXCAMINING THE DEENMAS In PRECTIC

MS. JAINCY J-‘.'iHH

RESEARCH SCHOLAR, DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH AND COMPARATIVE LITERATLIRE, CENTRAL LN
i
L E A A,
LE: SYSTEMIC EXCHUSION OF ADNAS] STUDENTS: INDIGENDUS COMMUNITIES AND HIG

=CHUCATION W MDA

DR. RAJESH P

AESISTANT PROFESSOR, CERARTMENT OF HISTORY, PATHASSIRA WA COLLEGE, PULPALLYY
LE- A-CRTICAL ANADESIS OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE T HE
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DASCUSSION & INTERACTION

VOTE OF THANES: MITHYA C G LML A
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TECHNICAL SESSION II: INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS AND COMMUNITY PRACTICES

FOCUS: TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, CUTURAL TRANSMISSION, AND INDIGENOUS EPISTEMOLOGIES AMONG
TRIBAL COMMUNITIES.,
CHAIR / MODERATOR: MS. BUITHA P R, HOD & ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY ITSR
DURATION: TWO HOURS
TIME: 02:15 PM - 04.15 PM

PRESENTATIONS:

DR. ANIL GOPI
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, SCHOOL OF SOCIALSCIENCES, MAHATMA GANDHI UNIVERSITY, KOTTAYAM
TITLE: INDIGENOUS AND TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE: SYSTEMS AND PRACTICE AMONG THE TRIBES IN KERALA

MR. SARATH BABU
RESEARCH SCHOLAR, DEPARTMENT OF TRIBAL STUDIES, ART, CULTURE AND FOLK LITERATURE, INDIRA GANDHI
NATIONAL TRIBAL UNIVERSITY [IGNTU], AMARKANTAK
TITLE: ANALYSING THE EDUCATIONAL MILIEU OF THE PARTICULARL VULNERABLE TRIBAL GROUPS (PVTGS):
EMPHASISING THE EORAGA OF KERALA

DISCUSSION & INTERACTION

VOTE OF THANKS: SANIYA SUKUMARAN (HIRD BA)

TEA BREAK 04 15 B
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s DAY 02, JANUARY 13, 2026

TECHNICAL SESSION lll: MEDIA, TECHNOLOGY, AND DIGITAL INTERVENTIONS
FOCUS: DIGITAL INCLUSION, MASS MEDIA, AND TECHNOLOGY - DRIVEN DEVELOPMENT MITIATIVES IN ADIVASI CONTEXTS.
CHAIR / MODERATOR: MR . MOHAMMED HADI, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DERARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY TSR

DURATION: TWO ROURS

TIME: 0F.00 AM - T1.00 AM

PRESENTATHONS:
DR. MOHAMMED SIHAS
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES, VFSTR, GUNTUR
TITLE: MASS MEDIA, DIGITAL INCLUSION AND TRIBAL EDUCATION: INSIGHTS FROM ADIVASI COMMUNITIES IN WAYANAD,
KERALA
DR. CH. KRISHNA RAD
FACULTY IN SOCICLOGY, CENTRE FOR ECONOMIC AND SDCIAL STUDIES (CESS|, HYDERABAD
TITLE: TECHROLOGY AND ADVAS! SOCIETIES: A SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF THE DIGITAL INDIA PROGRAM
CRSCUSSION & INTERACTION

WOTE OF THANKS: ASWATHY P R (M MA)
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TECHNICAL SESSION IV: POLICY, HISTORY, AND EDUCATIONAL ALTERNATIVES

FOCUS: HISTORICAL DENAL, CASTE-COLONIAL FRAMEWORICS, POLICY CRMIGUE, AND ATERNATIVE EDUCATIONAL IMAGINARIES
CHAIR / MODERATOR: MR .ARJUN € 8, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY ITSR

DURATIOMN: TWO HOURS
TIME: 1150 AM - 1,30 PM

FRESENTATICN:

DR. VASU MUDOOR
MEMBER, TEXTROOK COMMITIEE & HEADMASTER, SWAM GURLVARANANDA MEMORIAL GOVERNMENT
HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL, KOZHIKCDE
TITLE: TRIBAL EDUCATION: MILESTONES AND PRESENT CHALLENGES

MS.NAIVEDYA PARAKKAL
PHD SCHOLAR, EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATIONS AND POLICY, SCHODL OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
TITLE: DEMNIALS I TRIBAL EDUCATION iN CASTEIST- COUONIAL INDLA; INTERROGATING INCLUSION WITH 5T YOUTH IN ATTAPBADY

DRSCLUSSION & INTERACTION

VOTE OF THANKS: SUNISHNA (IND BA)




VALEDICTORY SESSION 2.30 PM TO 4.30 PM

WELCOME ADDRESS: MR, SHABEESH P, ORGANIZING SECRETARY

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: MS. BUITHA PR, CONVENOR

SEMINAR REPORT: MR. AKHIL P, MA SOCIOLOGY

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS:

SRl. MANMOHAN C V, KAS
DISTRICT EDUCATION OFFICER, WAYANAD

FELICITATION :

MS. SHAREERNA ABDULLAH
COUNCILOR, CHETHALAYAM DIVISION &
EDUCATION STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON,
SUITAN BATHERY MUNCIPLAITY

FEEDBACK AND INTERACTIVE SESSION

WOTE OF THANKS: - MR. SHIHAB P, STAFF SECRETARY, ITSR




