Report of webinar on
WOMEN AND SOCIETY

Institute of Tribal Studies and Research (ITSR), University of Calicut, Chethalayam, Wayanad,
conducted a webinar on “Women and Society”, on Friday, June 25, 2021, at 2.30 PM. It was
organized by the Women Development Cell of ITSR. The resource person invited to speak at the
webinar was Dr.AryaGopi, well-known author and cultural activist, who is Assistant Professor of

English, Zamorin’sGuruvayurappan College, Calicut.

The webinar started with the welcome speech ofDr.AhammedSirajudheen (Head of the
Department), who welcomed the attendees and spoke briefly about the activities of Women
Development Cell of the institution, which has so far conducted many such programs which have
been especially helpful for women students. He also spoke about the other programs that they are

planning to organize in the coming months.

Presidential address was delivered by Dr.Vasumathi (Director, ITSR, University of Calicut). In
her speech she touched about the many important roles that women have all along played in the
society and how, despite that, there have always been issues regarding the second-class citizen

status that was meted out to women, and the rising rate of crimes against women.

Dr.AryaGopitalked about empowering women in such a way as to make them self-reliant,
because no society can advance if their women remained backward, having to rely on others even
for day-to-day survival. She talked about women of the 18" century and some of them became
successful despite the constraints imposed on her by the society in earlier days. Another subject
that she discussed was women writers who expressed their rebellion through their writings. These
women were path-breakers who showed the way for the generations that followed. She also

talked about many talented women writers who did not get the recognition they deserved.

The webinar coordinator was Dr. Anila K.T. (Faculty, Dept. of Sociology, and Women

Development Cell Coordinator, ITSR).

Vote of thanks was delivered by Ms.Silpa T. Anirudhan, Asst. Professor of English and Women
Development Cell Joint Coordinator, ITSR, University of Calicut.
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