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Report

The Institute of Tribal Studies and Research, under the University of Calicut, organized a three-
day National Seminar on 22, 23 and 24 January 2025 on the topic " Exploring Tribal Realities
of Kerala - Emerging Concerns and Discourses" in association with KIRTADS and the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs, on the auspicious occasion of Janjathiya Gaurav Varsh celebrations. The
seminar, conducted in connection with the 150th birth anniversary of tribal leader Birsa Munda,
focused on discussing the contemporary tribal life contexts in the state of Kerala. ‘Indigenous
Insights’, the overall theme of the seminar emphasised the relevance of tribal epistemologies and
perspectives and experiences in exploring the tribal social realities. Mr. Harikumar C, Director
of the Institute of Tribal Studies and Research and Dr. Bindu S, Director of KIRTADS,
Ms.Sandhya Sekhar, Deputy Director of KIRTADS were the patrons of the seminar. The seminar
was convened by Dr.Indu V Menon. Lecturer, KIRTADS and Ms.Bijitha P R, HoD&Assistant
Professor, Department of Sociology, ITSR. Dr. Shameed M, Dr. Narayanan M S, Mr. Shabeesh
P and Dr. Greeshmadas M H were the faculty coordinators and Ms. Anjana R B and Mr.Babu C
O were the student coordinators. The seminar was attended by the Director of the Institute of
Tribal Studies and Research, representatives from NGOs, Tribal Development officers,
KIRTADS officials, and elected representatives. The presence of the Director of KIRTADS Dr.
Bindu S, Deputy Director Ms. Sandhya Sekhar, Lecturer Dr.Indu V Menon, Research Officers
Mr. Jeevan Kumar, Dr. Lijisha and Ms. Geethu Mohan, illuminated the event. In the valedictory
ceremony, Dr. Bindu S., Director of KIRTADS, was the chief guest. The resource persons
Dr.Syam S, Ms.Anjali, Mr.Sobin delivered special lectures on various themes. Research papers

were presented by research scholars, PG and UG students.
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Professor Dr. Pradhyumnan P.P., a member of the Calicut University Syndicate, inaugurated the
event. Dr. Maheswaran C, former Director of the Tribal Research Centre and former Curator of
Museum Department under the Tamil Nadu Government, delivered the keynote address and

also inaugurated the exhibition — ‘Roots and Rhythms’ organized in connection with the seminar.



Veteran tribal leader from Nilgiri, Ms.Saraswathi Neeji, addressed the seminar in a special

session. Tribal Development and Extension officers Mr. Majeed M and Mr. Sreenath P S were
the key speakers of the panel discussion on Development Concerns and Opportunities of Tribes.
Along with the seminar, academic experts, researchers, and tribal leaders shared their insights
and experiences. Several papers were presented on tribal life in Kerala across various thematic
sessions. Thematic Sessions on the following areas such as Development — Education, Health
and Disasters, Gender and Tribal Communities, Social Institutions and Cultural Heritage,
Language and Traditions, Livelihood, Economy and Work were conducted, which discussed the
major discourses. The sessions were chaired by Dr.Indu V Menon, Ms.Bijitha P R, Dr. Shameed
M, Dr. Jamaludheen E K, Ms. Aiswarya C S and Dr.Narayanan M S. A panel discussion on
Tribal Development — Opportunities and Challenges was organised and the panelists were
Mr.Majeed M, TDO, Sultan Batheri and Mr. Sreenath P S, TEO, Sultan Bathery. The panel
discussion was moderated by Mr. Shihab P.

Moreover, in collaboration with Uravu Eco Links and Ambalavayal Heritage Museum an

exhibition — ‘Roots and Rhythms’ was organized, showcasing various aspects of the tribal



cultural world and everyday life. A poster exhibition was conducted on various themes such as

Janjathiya Gaurav Varsh, life and resistance of Birsa Munda and tribal lives and cultures.

In the tribal art and music evenings titled "Coroboree,"” various tribal art forms were presented
by the Music and dance band of ITSR - Nanka Padanatta and Arts Club. The eminent tribal arts
collective from Wayanad "Gothrathaalam” added pomp and splendour to the event on the
second day, commemorating the tribal cultural heritage. Student collectives of ITSR such as
Sociology Circle, Arts Club, Sociology and Commerce Associations actively participated in the

coordination of the seminar.



