Report of webinar on
WOMEN IN FOREST AND WILFLIFE CONSERVATION

Institute of Tribal Studies and Research (ITSR), University of Calicut, Chethalayam, Wayanad,
conducted a webinar on “Women in Forest and Wildlife Conservation”, on Wednesday, June
23, 2021, at 6.00 PM. It was organized by the Women Development Cell of ITSR. The resource
person invited to speak at the webinar was Dr.Aswathy V. K., Sociologist, O/o The Deputy
Conservator of Foressts& Wildlife Warden, Wayanad Wildlife Division.

The webinar started with the welcome speech of Ms.Silpa T. Anirudhan (Asst. Professor of
English and Women Development Cell Joint Coordinator, ITSR, University of Calicut), who
welcomed the attendees and spoke briefly about the activities of Women Development Cell of the
institution, which has so far conducted many such programs which have been especially helpful
for women students. She also spoke about the other programs that they are planning to organize

in the coming months.

Presidential address was delivered by Dr.AhammedSirajudheen, (Head of the Department) in
which he touched upon the importance conservation of wildlife for maintaining the ecological
balance. He also pointed out that women play two types of roles in this arena. Some women are
involved in administrative functions while others are more directly involved with forests and

wildlife.

Dr.Aswathy talked about the benefits of Joint Forest Management of JFM where State Forest
Department and local communities work together for protection, development, and management
of forests. The partnership is run based on the Government of India’s Joint Forest
Management guidelines of 1990. According to this, there should be at least 2 women in the
Village Forest Management Committee. In Kerala, this program to ensure local community
participation in forest matters is known as Participatory Forest Management or PFM. This is
run according to the guidelines provided by the government in 1998. According to this, there
should be at least 3 women in the Village Forest Management Committee.She pointed out
that in the case of men, dependence on forest is based more on economy. But women’s
involvement in forests is more direct because they enter the forest for collecting firewood or

fruits or other things necessary for day-to-day survival.

The webinar was coordinated by Anjali, who is a PG student and vote of thanks was delivered by

Ms.Mrudula, who is also a PG student.
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